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Mobile Justice at the Capitol!
Legislative Victory!

on their loans. The amended legislation creates a
St. Paul, MN—On May 5th, after months of holding
resident meetings in communities, engaging in out- reinstatement period after the initial 30 day repossession period. It also requires
reach and education, and hours
that the notice of repossession
of effort by members of APAC’s
and the notice of reinstatement
legislative committee, the hard
provide contact information for
work paid off with a major legiscredit counseling and foreclosure
lative victory. The Manufactured
prevention agencies.
Home Lending Practices bill
(S.F. 2917/H.F. 3477) was signed
Critical to the success of this
into law. The chief authors of the
legislation was the work of our
bill were Senator John Marty (DFLallies, including the members of
Roseville) and Representative Phil Resident calls and visits made the difference
the foreclosure remedies working
Gardner (DFL-Shoreview). This new
at the State Capitol.
group who included the proposal
law, which is one of the strongest
as park of the consensus agenda, and most espeof its kind in the county, achieves two important
cially Ron Elwood at the Legal Services Advocacy
objectives:
Project.
First, the law provides protection for manufactured
home owners from predatory lending practices such
as charging fees for services that are not performed,
fraudulent or deceptive practices, or writing loans
that the borrower does not have the ability to pay.

Secondly, the law gives manufactured home owners
more time and better information if they fall behind
on their loan payments. While site built home owners have a lengthy foreclosure process, which is
usually around a year, manufactured homeowners
currently only have a 30 day period to cure a default

Relocation Trust Fund – A Work in Progress
Another important piece of legislation that made
significant progress this session was S.F. 3692/
H.F. 3519. The proposal attempted to make critical changes to the Minnesota Manufactured Home
Relocation Trust Fund.
Last year, the state moved a giant step forward
by creating the relocation trust fund. The law was
intended to ensure that all manufactured home
owners were protected in the
Con’t. on page 6

Bennett Park Cooperative:
Residents Take Over Their Park!

Moorhead, MN—Residents in Moorhead recently
formed the third manufactured home park cooperative in Minnesota. The Bennett Park Cooperative
won the right to purchase the property as part of the
settlement of a 2005 lawsuit filed by the Minnesota
Attorney General’s office. After two years of persevering and sticking it out in tough
conditions, they officially became
a resident-owned manufactured
home park on October 22, 2007.
Over the past two years, leadership has stepped up to the plate
to work to prepare for their day
of ownership. This was a group
effort that included organizers

from People Escaping Poverty Project (PEPP) and
All Parks Alliance for Change (APAC), developers from Northcountry Cooperative Development
Fund (NCDF), Spire Federal Credit Union, and Mid
Minnesota CEC, and legal services from Northwest
MN Legal Services.

Bennett residents form park co-op.

The real heroes and leaders are
those who stepped up to the
plate and joined the board and
participated in the all-park meetings. The Cooperative’s goals are
to improve the park, to be good
stewards of the land, and to offer
affordable homeownership opportunities in the community. n
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Upcoming Events
JUNE 7	St. Paul Saints Fundraiser
SEPT 20	APAC’s Annual Meeting &
Legislative Summit
OCT 3-4 MHOAA Convention
APAC’s Board of Directors meetings
are generally the 3rd Saturday
of each month.

Announcement
Thank you to
everyone who
participated in
advancing resident
rights at the State
Capitol during the
2008 legislative
session!
APAC wants to
raise $1,000 at
the St. Paul Saints
fundraiser.
Visit our web site to sign up:
www.allparksallianceforchange.org.

To learn more or to become involved, call toll free (866) 361-2722, or visit www.allparksallianceforchange.org.

Metro Area News
Skyline Village
Residents Push ‘Fix-it
Campaign,’ Oppose
Rent Increase

Inver Grove Heights, MN—For over ten
years, homeowners at Skyline Village in
Inver Grove Heights have seen the lot
rent go up like clockwork. Meanwhile,
the corporate owners have allowed the
park to fall into a state of disrepair.
The Resident Association leaders have
spent the last six months organizing a “fixit campaign” to get the Chicago-based
park owner to take care of Skyline’s
overgrown trees, crumbling streets, poor
drainage, and unresponsive management. They have also been working to
get the company to fulfill their obligations
under the new state relocation trust fund
law. The park owner has still not collected residents’ $12 payments, as they
are required to do under the new law.
The Association sent a letter to the
corporation with over 70 “fix-it tickets”
from individual homeowners. They also
prompted the city administrator to send
a letter of concern to the park owner
and got the support of their state legislators. When they finally sat down with the
regional representative from the corporation, they felt their concerns were only
placated; no real change resulted.
So, when the residents got notice in
January that the rent would increase
another $25 on March 1st, they decided
to jump-start their plan to challenge the
rent increase in court.
“We want to get our money’s worth,” said
Jim Huffman, president of the Skyline
Village Resident Association, “I don’t
thinking that’s asking for something
unreasonable.”
State law allows park owners to raise
lot rents up to two times each year, as
long as the increase is reasonable, but
there is no definition of “reasonable” in
the law. That’s up for the court to decide
on a case-by-case basis.
Skyline Village charges one of the highest lot rents in the county at between
$502- $527 a month. The rent has gone

Skyline Village residents push for park repairs
and reasonable rents.
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Arden Manor Resident
Association Remains Vigilant
in Battle to Save Homes

Arden Hills, MN—A divisive road expansion
plan for Highway 10 and County Road 96
threatens to displace more than 100 people in
Arden Hills and has sparked a minor rebellion
among citizens of the north metro suburb. At
stake are close to 50 families living in Arden
Manor that would be displaced if the state and
local government choose to realign two major
arterial roads in the heart of the city and open
the door for a massive-scale redevelopment of
the former Twin Cities Army Ammunition Plant
(called TCAAP) across the street.

Homeowners living near the roads, congregation members of nearby churches, and
manufactured-home-park residents have
repeatedly made their way to city hall in an
effort to preserve their homes and community.
These community leaders have defeated several motions to pass a concept plan that would
open the door for the city to approach the
state legislature for an estimated $34 million
in bonding support for the road project.
Despite the resounding and unified voice
of opposition, the mayor of Arden Hills,
city staff and county engineers—aided by
Minnesota Department of Transportation
(MnDOT) officials and the developer, Ryan
Companies—pressed the city council to accept
a concept plan by the end of February 2008,
in order to position the city to go after state
funding. Without the state funding, the road
project cannot proceed and no homes will
be displaced.
Residents Defeat Concept Plan
At a Jan. 28 hearing, at least 125 residents sat
in as the council reviewed the plan and disputed whether staff had taken any measures
to mitigate the impact on park residents. The
hearing turned out to be a pivotal moment in
the Arden Manor saga. The city council was
poised to approve a plan that would have
eliminated 48 homes. At the end of the meeting, the mayor made a motion to accept the
up more than 23% over the past 4 years and
has increased a total of $232 over the past
10 years.
The park will collect an additional $105,300
this year because of the $25 rent increase,
bringing the total amount they collect to nearly
$2.4 million dollars a year. Few of these dollars are going back into the community.

Arden Manor residents turn out in large numbers
to save their homes.
concept plan. After much deliberation, it was
defeated by a 4–1 vote of the full council.
“We’re all very happy. I thought it was a
pretty big victory for us,” said Kristy Effinger,
Association Secretary. “[But] we realize our
battle isn’t over; it’s just one phase,” she said.
“They’re going to be coming up with another
concept plan.”
New Threats on the Horizon
And indeed, the reprieve for the residents was
short-lived. As this edition was going to print,
the city council voted against a realignment
alternative for Highway 10 that would have
saved over a dozen homes, by a 3-2 margin.
The association has pledged to stay active
however, and is now working to convince the
council to overturn their decision.
With Arden Hills moving ahead against the
will of its residents, many suspect that the city
staff, and their colleagues at MnDOT and
Ramsey County, are putting the developer’s
interests ahead of the residents. Fortunately
residents have shown on multiple occasions
that they have the power to put a stop to the
city’s plans. Whether in the media, the state
legislature or at city hall, the resident association is a proven force to be reckoned with.
Plans are currently in the works to register
voters in Arden Manor and surrounding community, as two council seats are up for election
this year. n
For many Skyline Village residents who are
on a fixed income, the $25 increase has
meant skimping on groceries and medications.
Association leaders have developed a survey
to find out exactly how many people are being
harmed by the rent increase and to what extent.
They have gotten 87 responses to date. The
results of the survey will be used as evidence in
the court case, which is expected to be settled
by the end of 2008. n
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Metro Area News
Future of Four Parks in Chaska
and Shakopee Still Uncertain
Chaska, MN—Residents of manufactured
home parks in Chaska and Shakopee—
Bonnevista Terrace, Jackson Heights, and
Mobile Manor in Shakopee, and Riverview
Terrace in Chaska—continue the fight to stop
the Minnesota Department of Transportation
(MnDOT) from demolishing their homes.
The debate over where a four-lane freeway
bridge should cross the Minnesota River has
grown intensely political. MnDOT officials
have narrowed the options down to six routes,
and all have devastating impacts. Five routes
will destroy parks. Manufactured homeowners have mobilized since last summer:
To survey residents with help from Minnesota
Justice Foundation volunteers, revealing
that the freeway plans have dramatically
disparate impacts on people of color, children, veterans and low to moderate-income
families.
• To send MnDOT 587 comment
letters. MnDOT received just
over 700 comments total.
• To join the Stakeholder Committee,
a group that advises MnDOT in their
decision process for the highway.
• To form resident associations
in Bonnevista Terrace and
Jackson Heights.
• To generate significant
media attention.
Bonnevista Residents call on Legislators
Half the proposed freeway routes would
destroy Bonnevista, Riverview Terrace and
Mobile Manor. Last fall, Bonnevista residents
formed an association to protect their beautiful, 200-home community. In November, the
association met with MnDOT to ask about
the decision-making process for the road
project. Residents were told that the agency
planned to announce a preferred route in
December and that it was unlikely that they
would choose any of the eastern routes due
to impacts on affordable housing and a rare
wetland. “Our interpretation was that their
preferred route would not impact our homes,”
said Mary Balmes, founding member of the
association.
However, MnDOT canceled their scheduled
announcement and the stakeholder meeting
and refused to provide a clear explanation.
Homeowners set out to find answers and discovered a web-video of a meeting between
Scott County and the City of Shakopee. The

city and county were apparently pushing
for an eastern route, despite the impacts to
homes and wetlands. Furthermore, the mayor
made false statements about Bonnevista
Terrace, saying the park was in a flood plain
on a faulty septic system and would be better
off replaced with a “modern trailer park.”
Outraged, Bonnevista Residents asked
MnDOT, Scott County, Shakopee, and
Jackson Township to come explain. In a
packed living room meeting, the video
was played for an audience of Bonnevista
residents and the local news reporter. The
flustered officials apologized and agreed
to inform Bonnevista residents any time they
discussed the future of their homes. “The
local government owes it to you to consider
your needs,” said Scott County Official Mike
Sobota.
Leaders from Bonnevista set out for the State
Capitol a few weeks later. Legislators were
appalled to hear about MnDOT’s actions.
Rep. Paul Kohls (R-Victoria) wrote a letter to
MnDOT demanding that they keep manufactured homeowners informed. Sen. Julianne
Ortman (R-Chanhassen) also promised to
meet with homeowners and MnDOT. Rep.
Rick Hansen (DFL-South St. Paul) decided
to hold a hearing on Seminary Fen, the
rare wetland. Knowing little of about the
wetland, Bonnevista residents called the
Sierra Club. Soon, an unlikely coalition of
environmentalists, scientists, a city council
member and school teacher, joined with
residents to plan testimony for the hearing.
Legislators were moved, especially by the
words of Chaksa High students who monitor
the wetland for a science project. Rep. Joe
Hoppe (R-Chaska) spoke out in opposition
to the eastern routes.
Jackson Heights Residents unite, reveal
racial discrimination
MnDOT announced in late April that they
are leaning towards a central route for the
highway—a route that will leave Bonnevista,
Riverview and Mobile Manor untouched, but
devastate Jackson Heights, a largely Latino
populated neighborhood with 60 homes.
The Residents of Jackson Heights have
united, researched the highway plan and
are about to send MnDOT a letter demanding that the freeway avoid their homes or
that MnDOT at least commit to truly replace
their homes and community. “Money is just
money, these are our homes and they can’t
be easily replaced,” explained association

co-president Sara Frauendienst. Homeowners
are concerned that even with the promise
of relocation compensation, they would be
unable to find another stable, affordable
home within the Shakopee school district.
If MnDOT decides to build the freeway
through Jackson Heights they will destroy the
homes of low- income families in a neighborhood with the highest population of people
of color in the area. Federal law requires
that state agencies determine if road projects will have a disparate impact on these
populations, but even proposals with the
most egregiously disparate impacts can
be approved. “What’s happening here is
wrong,” said board member Felix Diaz, “we
are not going to allow it.” n

Governor Pawlenty
Declares

“Manufactured
Home Park Week”
For the second year in a row, the state
of Minnesota has officially recognized
Manufactured Home Park residents in
the form of written proclamation signed
by Governor Tim Pawlenty.
Park Week was an opportunity for homeowners to celebrate and take pride in their
community. The Lowry Grove Resident
Association (St. Anthony Village) held a
picnic in the park, providing their members with the opportunity to spend some
time together in a more laid back setting
outside the sometimes stressful work of the
association.
The Skyline Village Resident Association
(Inver Grove Heights) took advantage
of the public attention given to residents
during Park Week, to stage a community
rally for better living conditions in the park.
The event prompted local media coverage
and a sit down meeting with management
to express resident concerns.
The dates of Park Week were also chosen
to coincide with the MHOAA national convention, so that event could be included in
the list of accomplishments. Next year, we
hope to declare a 3rd annual Park Week
making it bigger and better than ever! n
For more information e-mail
ned@allparksallianceforchange.org

To learn more or to become involved, call toll free (866) 361-2722, or visit www.allparksallianceforchange.org.
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Greater Minnesota News
Sunrise Estates Residents
Win New Storm Shelter
Stacy, MN—Residents in Sunrise
Estates, a 225-unit park on
Highway 35 just north the Twin
Cities in Stacy, have long been
frustrated by what passed for a
storm shelter (a too small structure that required residents to
line up out the door and into the
storm) and an evacuation plan
(a map of the park without even
a destination identified once you
left the park).
The residents gained much more
control over the situation when
they formed a resident association and got elected to three of

five seats on the city council.
Using this extra clout, they were
Madelia, MN—Madelia Mobile
able to finally force action. The
Village residents are working to
city and then the Minnesota
make their manufactured home
Department of Health conducted
park a resident-controlled park
inspections and ordered concooperative. The park located in
struction of new storm shelters,
the city of Madelia is 95% Latino
which will open this year.
and is part of a community land
This is an important victory, but trust owned by the Watonwan
residents are still dealing with County HRA.
unprofessional management
APAC has been providing
practices, including a large
leadership training to the
rent increase ($25 per month,
residents’ park co-op board
rather than the traditional $10
through an arrangement with
increase), towing vehicles in
the Northcountry Cooperative
violation of the park’s own
Foundation. The training of
rules, and a flurry of recent
the Madelia co-op board has
rule changes adopted in violaproven successful in more ways
tion of state law, which requires
than one. Strong leaders from
that rule changes be provided
the park have emerged, and we
with 60-days notice in writing
have been able to develop our
and that they be reasonable.
training materials in Spanish.
The resident association and
individual residents are look- The board has also been vigilant
ing to challenge these actions in the process of securing funding
in court. n

Minnesota’s First
Park Co-op Has
Another First
Cannon Falls, MN—Sunrise Villa, a
47-unit park located 40 miles south of
the Twin Cities in Cannon Falls, became
the first resident-owned manufactured
home park cooperative in Minnesota in
2004. It produced another first when
it became the first park to have every
resident join APAC.
The park’s cooperative board voted to
fund an APAC membership for each
household. This effort was lead by
Sunrise Villa president, Debbi Howden.
This action was taken to recognize
APAC’s role in forming the park co-op,
the value of APAC membership to residents, and the importance of Sunrise
Villa being connected with residents in
other parks that have not yet escaped
the problems associated with investorowned parks. n
4

Residents Work
to Gain Control in
Madelia Park

and public support for the co-op.
They recently received a unanimous vote from the County HRA
in support of the cooperative
along with $500,000 grant
from the Minnesota Housing
Finance Agency.
Another issue of concern to a
number of residents was that
police have been discriminating against residents of the park.
They organized a sit down meeting with the Madelia chief of
police to share their concerns,
and the police chief agreed to
two of their key demands.
In the next month we will train
them on how to involve the
media in their work, and help
them to organize their victory
celebration. n

APAC Opens Northwest
Regional Office
and Welcomes Sureshi Jayawardene
to Community Organizer Position

Moorhead, MN—APAC is pleased to
announce the opening of a new APAC office
in Moorhead. The office will head up organizing efforts in manufactured home communities
in northwestern Minnesota and seek to build
a strong regional homeowners association in
the Fargo area.

Fargo/Moorhead community will be such a
great benefit to the park residents in this area.
Well-grounded organizations with missions to
promote social justice are vital components of
a well-functioning society.” n
For more information e-mail
sureshi@allparksallianceforchange.org

We are p roud t o we l come Sure shi
Jayawardene to APAC, who will coordinate
these efforts as community organizer. She
is a recent graduate of Concordia CollegeMoorhead who majored in Global Studies
and minored in Women’s Studies.
At Concordia, Sureshi was involved in a number of campus activities including serving as
student manager of the Office of Multicultural
Affairs and chairing the Organized Women
of Color student organization.
“I am so excited for this position and to be
working directly with park residents,” said
Sureshi, “Having an APAC office in the

Sureshi Jayawardene
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Greater Minnesota News

(continued)

APAC Opens
Southeast Regional Office
and Welcomes Martha Hernandez
to Community Organizer Position

Winona, MN—In a concerted
effort to reach every corner
of the state and expand its
base, APAC has just opened
a satellite office in Winona.
I am the new APAC community organizer for the southern
part of the state and that will
be my office. My name is
Martha Hernandez, and I am
a 33-year-old bilingual Latina
woman and, as of last week, I
am proud to say a U.S. citizen.
I am passionate about social
justice. I learned about it from
Nicaraguan revolutionaries.

I am
determined
to make sure
that MOBILE
JUSTICE is

was a young teenager when
the Contra war broke out. In
those days we all knew hunger and real poverty. There
was strict rationing and
everything, including food,
was scarce. We were often
hungry and even things like
sanitary towels were only
available to the privileged
few who could buy in foreign
currency shops. My grandfather made my notebooks
and the chair I had to carry
to school every day to sit
on. Things were bad but the
Sandinistas made it possible
for a girl from a poor family
like me to get an education
and for that I am grateful.

As a Nicaraguan, my experience of growing up was
everywhere in
ver y different from most
Americans of my age. I was
I did my first organizing as
born the same year the insura university student after
rection against the Somoza
Minnesota
Hurricane Mitch destroyed
dictatorship began and I was
three quarters of my country
only four when he was finally
and made nearly a million people homeless.
thrown out, but I remember those days. To
I put together a coalition of university students
mask the sound of the bombs, the gunfire and
from three universities to provide aid and clothsometimes the screams of the injured from my
cousins and I, my uncle, a heavy metal fan, ing to people who had lost everything and
I fought over-worked and sometimes corrupt
turned up the volume on his only Pink Floyd
album, ‘Dark Side of The Moon.’ Even now, officials to make sure that trucks carrying
those supplies arrived in the places they were
whenever I hear that music, I shudder.
needed.
The Sandinista government, which took over
after Somoza fled, promised great things but Today, married with a child and with a new
passport, my job with APAC offers me a new
through a combination of bad planning and
arena to fight for social justice. My role in
the pressures put on them from the outside they
never delivered on most of these promises. I APAC is both to connect with the residents
of the many manufactured home parks in
southeast Minnesota and to continue to fight
the good fight against discrimination. Like my
colleagues, I am determined to make sure that
MOBILE JUSTICE is everywhere in Minnesota
and that all communities in the state, large or
small, recognize APAC’s effort. n
If you are interested in becoming involved in
southeastern Minnesota,
call APAC toll free at 866-361-2722 or e-mail
martha@allparksallianceforchange.org.

Martha Hernandez

APAC opens southern region office

Mobile Justice
Comes to Lake
Village Resident
Association!
Goodview, MN—Community leaders
in Lake Village Manufactured Home
Park in Goodview were fed up with the
mess, the potholes and un-snowplowed
road. They were also tired of filing
complaints about the park and seeing
nothing change. They decided to host
a meeting with the new local All Parks
Alliance for Change (APAC) community organizer in the area. This was the
beginning of the process to create the
first manufactured home park residents
association in Winona County.
The dedication and enthusiasm of this
group of residents is really amazing. At
the first meeting residents went straight
to business and haven’t stopped since.
Within a week, the group had organized itself, attracted more volunteers
and started to collect signatures to petition the park owners. They had their
first board election on March 24.
APAC will continue to support the
group with training and information
to empower the association to make
sure that Lake Village is a park that
is delightful to live in, safe for children, and a community all can be
proud of. n
If you are interested in
becoming involved, e-mail
martha@allparksallianceforchange.org.

To learn more or to become involved, call toll free (866) 361-2722, or visit www.allparksallianceforchange.org.
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News At The Capitol
Mobile Justice from page 1

event of a park closing However, once
the legislation went into effect if became clear that the Trust Fund
collection method was both confusing and costly. According the
Minnesota Housing Finance Agency’s (MHFA) annual report to the
legislature, only 43% of the park owners sent in reporting information
and payments to the state of Minnesota. Of the homeowners in the
parks that did report, only about half made the required payments.
Some homeowners were explicitly told by their park owners not to
pay the contributions to the Trust Fund. However, we are also aware
of park owners who tried to collect the funds but were unable to
do so due to the distrust that some homeowners have towards their
park owners.
This creates a serious problem for homeowners across the state. On
the one hand, homeowners who did not pay their trust fund contributions would be entirely without relocation compensation in the event
of a park closing. On the other hand, the thousands of homeowners
who did make the required contributions to the fund could be faced
with trying to get relocation compensation out of a fund that does
not have sufficient money in it if there was a large park closure.

The proposed legislation would have placed the payments on the
personal property tax statements, ensuring that each homeowner has
the opportunity to pay the trust fund contribution and be protected in
the event of a park closure. This legislation was authored by Senator
Michael Jungbauer (R-East Bethel) and Representative Scott Kranz
(DFL-Blaine). The bill had two hearing in the Senate, but ultimately
stalled when concerns were raised by the county association about
the logistics and potential costs of placing the payments on the property tax statements. The county associations have agreed to work
with us to come up with a proposal for next session that addresses
our concerns and does not place undue burdens on county resources.
We are encouraging homeowners across the state to contact their
state representatives and senators, as well as their county commissioners to urge support for moving the Trust Fund contributions to the
personal property tax statements.
Meanwhile, the legislative process for next year is already beginning. In order to be effective, APAC works on legislative issues
year round. n
For more information e-mail
info@allparksallianceforchange.org

Lobby Day at the Capitol

—Sandy Boone, Resident of Lowry Grove in St. Anthony Village

I was very
pleased to
find that, even
without an
appointment,
most legislators were very
accommodating,
took the time
to hear us, or
indicated they
would read our
material.
6

St. Paul, MN—February 27, 2008
was APAC’s Lobby Day at the
Capitol in St. Paul! It was my first
time to practice “lobbying” at our
State Capitol in relation to manufactured homeowners’ issues. I
was actually more excited than
nervous; as I pulled into the parking lot and found the entrance. (I
followed two other people going
in). Upon entering, I heard the
sound of many voices and then I
saw the source—a myriad of people in the hallways and everyone
moving at a quick pace. Some
were legislators; some legislative staff and still others were like
myself. I deduced that there’s a lot
of activity (even in the hallways)
when our legislative body is in
session.
APAC gathered in a designated
room (one of the hearing rooms)
for a short briefing as each of
us received our scheduled times
to meet with legislators. Dave
Anderson (APAC’s Executive
Director) and I were scheduled for
later times in the day, so it was
decided to just “drop in” on some
legislators and, if possible, speak
briefly about our bills/issues or, at

least leave some materials with them. I was very pleased to find that,
even without an appointment, most legislators were very accommodating, took the time to hear us, or indicated they would read our
material. Actually, among the many legislators we visited, only one
could not leave a committee meeting to speak with us.
It was a very positive experience for me and when I left the Capitol
to go home, I realized that I had also experienced playing a small,
but important, part in helping to implement laws that have a positive effect on all park residents across the entire state of Minnesota.
Not bad for one day’s work and I would strongly recommend that
any park resident take the opportunity to experience it also. See
you at the Capitol!
NOTE: Strong legs are definitely an asset for traveling back and forth
between the Capitol and the State Office Building! n

Lowry Grove residents, including Sandy Boone, made their voices heard at the State Capitol.
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Legal News
45-Year Old Mother and Community Leader Arrested
for Exercising Her First Amendment Rights
Billings, MT—Early January of 2008, Montana
community leader and 45 year old mother
Tammy Hoth turned herself in—in response to a
warrant for her arrest issued by the Billings, MT
police department. Ms. Hoth was handcuffed,
searched, had her fingerprints and mug shot
taken, and was released on a bond posted at
nearly $600. If convicted, she faced a maximum penalty of $500, and six months in jail.

a jury of her peers. And
she started organizing.

APAC assisted Ms. Hoth
in generating stat e wide press coverage; a
national call-in campaign
to the city attorney and
mayor of Billings that
generated dozens of
Her imprisonable crime? Passing out informa- calls and e-mails from
organizations and resitional leaflets in Casa Village Manufactured
dents alike; and nearly
Home Community. Officially, Ms. Hoth’s
“crime,” pressed by Casa Village manager 200 post cards to the
city attorney and mayor.
Hoth attending a meeting of northwestern state residents and advocates
Susie Cole, was Criminal Trespass to Property
(Section 45-6-203(1)(b), Montana Code APAC also assisted Ms.
Hoth in finding many local allies, including
Annotated).
Montana People’s Action, neighborhood
Ms. Hoth was targeted by park owners and
organizations, other manufactured home comthe City for simply passing out information—
munities, church members,
an act clearly protected by
and current and former state
her First Amendment rights.
congress people.
The fundamental
The unfortunate message
On Friday, May 2nd, Ms.
from the City of Billings
Hoth called the APAC office
is clear—if you live in a
underlying principle
with the good news that Susie
manufactured home park,
Cole had agreed to drop the
it is a crime for anyone to
is simply that… real
charges against her!
inform you of your rights,
or contact you in person
Although Ms. Hoth is no
property ownership
for any reason.
longer in danger of imprisonment, the danger still
exists for any persons trying to inform and organize
owner with dominion residents in any capacity;
be this a voter registration
drive or a resident meetover the lives of those ing. Montana, like many
states, and unlike Minnesota
(see MN Statute 327C.13),
people
living
on
his
“The fundamental underlydoes not have a statewide
ing principle is simply that…
freedom
of expression law.
property. They are…
real property ownership
There are lots of Susie Coles
does not vest the owner
in the world. If residents in
with dominion over the
citizens of the United states with few protections
lives of those people living
are to have a real shot at
on his property. They are…
gaining rights such as reloStates
and
tenants.
citizens of the United States
cation compensation, right
and tenants. As such they
of first refusal, and protecare entitled to the kinds of communications,
tion from retaliation; it is abundantly clear
associations, and friendships guaranteed to
that first step will have to be to gain freedom
all citizens, and secured by the Constitution.
of expression. n
The owner’s property rights do not divest the
migrants of these rights.”
Due to limited space,
There is, in fact, case law
(see Folgueras v. Hassle,
Marsh v. Alabama) related
to this issue. As an example,
Folgueras v Hassle (related
to migrant workers living
as tenants on the owner’s
land) concluded:

does not vest the

Determined to stand up for herself and the
rights of all residents, Ms. Hoth pled not guilty,
requested a public defender and a trial by

the full article can be found online:

www.allparksallianceforchange.org/?q=national/
tammyhothupdate

Freedom of
Expression
In a recent decision, the Minnesota
Supreme Court upheld the right to freedom of expression in manufactured
home communities, but also allowed
for limited restrictions on that right. Last
fall, the Supreme Court upheld a district
court decision that a rule prohibiting
flyering and door knocking was in
violation of the law and modified the
park rule to allow flyering and door
knocking during daylight hours and
on Saturdays. However, the rule also
allows the management to maintain a
no contact list. n
If you are interested in learning more
about your legal rights,
call toll free 866-361-2722 or visit www.
allparksallianceforchange.org/
?q=legalhotline.

To learn more or to become involved, call toll free (866) 361-2722, or visit www.allparksallianceforchange.org.
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National News
APAC Hosts 2007 MHOAA National Convention

The 2007 MHOAA national convention drew
70 people from 20 states.

Northwest Region
After nearly a year of long-distance
organizing, APAC has seen both challenges and opportunities arise in the
northwestern states. Through funding
from the Northwest Area Foundation
(NWAF), APAC was able to send staff
and board members out to Washington,
Idaho, Montana, and North Dakota to
promote resident leadership and community organizing in manufactured
home parks.
Staff and board members participated
in and organized a myriad of activities
in each state – from flyering thousands
of homes, to attending city-wide manufactured home community meetings, to
initiating contact with various identified
allies, to creating trainings and written
materials specific to a particular resident association or group of residents.
APAC and local community members
have educated hundreds of residents
on the legal rights particular to their
states, and have generated media coverage both in print and on the evening
news.
Through our work we have met many
caring and resolute individuals who
have been able to benefit from and
who have richly contributed to APAC’s
history and experience in organizing
manufactured home communities.
Their work towards mobile justice in
their communities, many of which
have limited available resources and
weak legal protections, will continue
to be challenging. As these communities grow in strength and experience,
they are paving the way for others to
learn from them and work together to
achieve equal treatment, fair housing
and mobile justice. APAC continues to
organize conference calls and problem-solving sessions with the various
residents and resident allies.
To become a part of this effort e-mail
kelly@allparksallianceforchange.org.
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Bloomington, MN—Last September, APAC
had the pleasure of hosting the Manufactured
Home Owners Association of America
(MHOAA) 2007 National Convention. The
theme for the convention was “Build A Vision.
Build A Base. Build A Movement.” It was our
intention for this event to provide a first step
in crafting a national homeowner vision and
establishing priorities for base building and
movement building. We are off to a great
start!
By all accounts, this was the best MHOAA
convention to date! There were nearly 70
people, mostly residents, from about 20 states.
There was a wide-ranging set of speakers and
panels that all drew strong attendance and
featured 31 presenters, again mostly residents.
Everyone had a chance to pick up new information and form new relationships. Just as
importantly, we left with a set of identified
goals and actions, as well as the following
strategic vision:
• Home owners set the agenda
on issues that affect them.
• State HOAs have the
resources to be effective.
• Park prejudice eliminated as a set of
structural and institutional biases.
• No stigma associated with
manufactured home living.
• Resident ownership of the land.
• Fair rent for affordable housing.
Some of the action steps identified to act on
this vision during the next year, included:
• Producing coverage of the
manufactured home owners’ plight
during the presidential campaign.
• Setting up a communication network for
MHOAA and member organizations.
• Making active contact
with all state HOAs.
• Hiring a MHOAA grant writer and
providing grant writing assistance.
• Implementing the “APAC model”
(adequate resources, paid
staff, strong organizing, etc.)
in three additional states.
• Proposing or supporting federal
public policy change.

• Developing a system for generating
30 or more phone calls whenever
the media uses the “T” word.
• State HOAs encouraging at least
three more nonprofits to provide
technical assistance for ROCs.
Some of the follow up steps we could all take
together include:
• Dedicating web space to national
home owner association work,
including details and updates
on the strategic plan’s vision,
strategy, goals, and actions.
• Establishing regular communication
systems for MHOAA and member
organizations, including newsletters,
conference calls, list-serves, bulletin
boards, blogs, chat rooms, etc.
• Providing oversight through the
MHOAA board of directors, which
includes establishing regular
monthly meetings, and identifying
concrete steps each month to
advance the strategic plan.
• Engaging a broad range of home
owners in implementing the strategic
plan by identifying individual
commitments, conducting follow up,
and providing regular updates.
• Conducting active outreach to
involve all state HOAs in the ongoing
development and implementation
of the strategic plan.
• Identifying capacity building needs
and resources for MHOAA and
member organizations, as well as
directly meeting some of those needs
through training, advise, support, etc.
APAC is honored to once again play host to
the MHOAA 2008 National Convention. The
convention this year will be on October 3rd
and 4th, in Bloomington, MN. Save the date
and keep an eye out for more information in
the mail! Drawing on lessons learned from
last year’s fruitful event and a larger pool of
resources, we expect this year’s convention to
be an even greater success! n
Note: The convention book, notes, and other
materials from last year’s convention are
available on our web site at:
www.allparksallianceforchange.org.

• Increasing racial and other
diversity within MHOAA and at
next year’s national convention.
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APAC News
APAC Sees Changes, Growth In Its Staff
St. Paul, MN—APAC has seen its staff size
grow in recent years. New people have joined
the organization. But, some have also left to
pursue new opportunities.
Community Organizers
APAC has seen transition in four of its
community organizer positions.
This has been a challenge,
but it has also opened up
an opportunity. Rather
than replacing all four
positions in the Twin
Cities area, APAC
will now have two
based in Greater
Minnesota: one in
Winona, and the
other in Moorhead.

Steven Renderos, who also began as an
AmeriCorps*VISTA, left to become project
coordinator for the Minnesotano Media
Empowerment Project, based at the University
of Minnesota. As an APAC community organizer, he worked with park residents, including
many Latino residents, to form resident associations and make
concrete improvements in
communities like Arden
Manor, Austin, Bennett,
Glen Knoll, Lowr y
Grove, Madelia, and
Rose Terrace. He still
works with APAC as
a part-time trainer to
develop resident leaders in both Minnesota
and other states.

L ast f a ll, Kr ystal
This f all, M artha
Klein moved from an
Hernandez Martinez
AmeriCorps*VISTA posistarted as an Organizing
tion placed with APAC
Apprenticeship Project
through the Minnesota
Some current and former APAC staff members.
placement and recently
Housing Par tnership
stepped into the commuinto a regular community organizer position. nity organizer position left by Steven Renderos.
During her VISTA year, Krystal worked with
Martha became the first of the two Greater
park residents in communities like Rosemount
Minnesota organizers. Based in Winona,
Woods to form resident associations and pass
she has begun working with park residents
city ordinances guaranteeing relocation com- throughout the southeast region, including
pensation. She is now working with residents
Rochester, St. Charles, and Winona. This
in Bonnevista, Jackson Heights, Mobile Manor, spring, APAC will add Sureshi Jayawardene
and Skyline Village.
as a community organizer in Moorhead. She
will
work with park residents in both northKrystal stepped into a position left by Rodrigo
western
Minnesota, as well as eastern North
Sanchez-Chavarria. Rodrigo started with
Dakota.
APAC as administrative assistant in 2005. In
2006, he became a community organizer
National Projects
working with parks in the east metro and with
parks that had a significant Latino population, In December 2006, APAC began a national
including Camelot Acres, Jackson Heights, resident organizing project to increase resident leadership, organizing and advocacy
and Riverview Terrace. Working with residents
in other states. APAC was able to hire Kelly
in Skyline Village, he saw great success in
forming a resident association, passing a relo- Diouf as the project coordinator. She has coordinated on-site training and other support to
cation compensation ordinance, and putting
residents
and advocates in Idaho, Montana,
a stop to arsons.
North Dakota and Washington as well as
This fall, we also saw the departure of two
planning for the 2007 national convention of
other staff. Deanna StandingCloud-Green
the Manufactured Home Owners Association
was with APAC for a one-year term as an
of America (MHOAA).
AmeriCorps*VISTA. Deanna worked with
residents in Blaine parks, in particular This position was originally held by Debbi
Howden. She was forced to leave this role
Centennial Square, as well as conducting
due to unanticipated personal demands. As
outreach to parks in Bemidji. In addition, she
a homeowner in Sunrise Villa, Debbi helped
often assisted with organizing in east metro
to develop the state’s first park cooperative
parks, such as Rosemount Woods and Skyline
and
became the co-op board’s first presiVillage. She left for a position with MIGIZI
dent. The project also has received part-time
Communications.

staff support from Bev Adrian, president of APAC’s board of directors, and
Jay Clark, the program director of the
Minnesota Center for Neighborhood
Organizations. n

APAC Puts
Many Important
Resources On Its
Web Site
APAC gave its web site an extreme
makeover in 2007. By visiting the web
site you can:
• Answer questions about
your legal rights.
• Learn more about APAC, its
mission, and programs.
• Become a member, a volunteer,
or a citizen lobbyist.
• Find out how to form a resident
association or an APAC chapter.
• Connect with other residents
around the state.
• Get announcements for
upcoming events.
• Follow activities at the
State Capitol.
• Get information about the
Minnesota Manufactured
Home Relocation Trust Fund.
• Download newsletters,
reports, videos, and guides
• And much, much more.
Get started by visiting:
www.allparksallianceforchange.org

To learn more or to become involved, call toll free (866) 361-2722, or visit www.allparksallianceforchange.org.
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APAC News
APAC Mourns the Passing
of Stephen Block
APAC mourns the passing of Stephen Block, fearless leader for
Mobile Justice
All of us at APAC were deeply saddened by the sudden passing of
Stephen Block, a strong and committed APAC member and leader
of the Arden Manor Resident Association. Stephen first got involved
in APAC through the Mobile Justice Lobby Day. Stephen met with
both his state senator and representative that day, and both of them
later voted in favor of the relocation trust fund which now protects
hundreds of thousands of residents.
It was through Stephen’s participation in Lobby Day that APAC first
became aware of the TCAAP site and the fear that residents could
be forced out of their homes. As the campaign in Arden Manor
later began to take form, Stephen played a critical role in getting
people fired up.
Stephen was instrumental in turning the tide against the city’s proposed concept plan. I’ll never forget the look on the mayor’s face
when Stephen asked a crowd of 250 people at a public meeting
“Who here supports this plan!?!” Only two hands went up.
That night a lot of people heard what Stephen was saying and
saw the passion and conviction with which he spoke and became
inspired. They told themselves, “You know what? It’s ok to be angry.
It’s ok to speak out. If he can do it, I can do it!” The rest was history;
the plan was defeated by a 4-1 margin.
All of us should take inspiration from Stephen’s willingness to speak
truth to power. He remained dedicated to the Arden Manor Resident
Association to the very end. As we face the sad reality of continuing

APAC Returns to
Midway Stadium
St. Paul, MN—All Parks Alliance for Change will again be sponsoring
an “APAC Night at the ball park”. On June, 7, 2008 at 5:00, APAC
will hold its 13th annual St. Paul Saints fund-raiser at Midway Stadium
when the Wichita Wranglers come to town. This long standing APAC
event, which includes food
and beverages, will be bigger and better than ever with
more raffle prizes and twice
the tailgating space. APAC
staff and board members will
have tickets for sale after April
1st: $13 for adults and $7 for
kids. n
Klein and over 50 others attended
the 2007 event.

For more information,
contact the office at
(651) 644-5525

this struggle without him, I hope that we can all take his energy, commitment and courage with us to keep fighting. I believe this is what
Stephen would want from us.
He proved that ordinary people can do extraordinary things. Not
only did he touch the lives of his friends and family, but through his
leadership, he has touched the lives of countless others who continue
the fight for social justice and human dignity. He will be sorely missed
by all of us. Our thoughts and prayers are with Stephen’s friends,
family, and neighbors during this difficult time. n

Membership
APAC Invites Your Community
to Become a Chapter

An APAC chapter is a group of members from the same manufactured home park or the same city who join together to affirm and
support APAC’s mission. Chapters are a way for your communities’
concerns to be heard by the larger community. They provide your
community an opportunity to be represented on the APAC board of
directors, which is in charge of APAC’s affairs. The board chooses
APAC’s issues, programs, and projects. Chapters provide the leadership of the mobile justice movement in your community, across the
state, and throughout the nation.
The new requirements to form a Chapter:
A chapter can be formed when 10% of the occupied households in a
park are members of APAC, with the following exceptions: (a) parks
with 20 or fewer households require two households; (b) parks with
over 100 households require 15 households; and (c) parks with
over 300 households require 20 households. Members living in the
same city but residing in different parks can also form a city-level
chapter.
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How to form a Chapter:

Step 1:	Identify park concerns that APAC’s support could address
Step 2: Recruit households to become APAC members
Step 3:	Invite APAC member households to a chapter meeting
Step 4:	Appear at an APAC board meeting and receive certification as a chapter
Step 5:	Maintain an ongoing link between your chapter and the
APAC board to create the changes you would like to see
in your community! n
Note: This and much more information can be found at:
www.allparksallianceforchange.org/?q=chapter.
Want to from a Chapter?
Give APAC a call at toll free 866-361-2722!
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Membership
Why become an
APAC Member?
APAC needs its members. They are APAC’s foundation. They legitimize APAC
and create strength and power through numbers. Joining together shows the
solidarity that exists within and between parks. Our members give us guidance
and ideas. APAC is the only organization of its kind in Minnesota and needs
your continued support.
That is why we ask you to become a member. Joining APAC is simple and
inexpensive. The cost for membership is $20 per household per year. We also
provide the option of a volunteer membership program. Members receive our
quarterly newsletter and important updates and fact sheets; but most importantly
members support APAC and the residents of parks across Minnesota.
What APAC Members think:
“Thanks to APAC’s community involvement, I was informed of the
MN Statutes for mobile homes. This enabled me to recover some
home equity losses, experienced due to not being able to sell my
home in its place as provided for by the Statutes.”
It’s about community.
“It’s about being a part of the family of homeowners who keep
working to make people look at manufactured homes as the same
as stick-built homes, so people can live there here by choice and
not face any judgment.”

Yes, I want to join APAC! Enclosed are my annual member dues:

 $10 minimum dues  $20 regular dues
 $30
 $
I cannot afford dues, but I still want to be a member. I have
volunteered a minimum of two hours to earn membership:
Date

Hours

I want to join as a:
 Regular Member
 At-Large Member
(current park resident)		 (former park resident)
 Associate Member (non-resident)
Name
Address

It’s about creating positive change.
“We can get rid of the negative images and have everyone see the
fruit of our labor. I’m proud that we passed a state law, it made
all the struggles over the year worth it.”
“It’s about winning legal justice for people residing in mobile home
parks. We need to make the laws understandable, enforceable,
and respected by park owners. I can’t wait to face the park owners
in person and see what they have to say.”
It’s about being involved.

Park
City

Zip

E-mail

“I’m proud to be part of a group that was set-up by people who
know where I’ve been; I have to keep being involved … as long
as there are still issues that need be fixed, I am going to stay
involved.”
To find out more about becoming a member call APAC’s office
or visit our web site at www.allparksallianceforchange.org/?q=member
to become a member online.

Maplewood, MN—Rolling Hills is a
beautiful park in Maplewood, with
many wonderful people. As park
residents, we established a resident
association last summer. Of the 348
occupied homes in the park, 70% have
joined our association at this time. We
hope to meet with our owner soon and
have some fruitful discussions.

Membership

Volunteer work

Membership is about being informed.

Rolling Hills
Residents Oppose
Rent Increase

(continued)

We had a nice turnout at our March
association meeting. One issue that
continues to concern residents the
most is the rent increase. We have
had huge rent increases for 3 years
straight. In fact, 76% of area manufactured home parks are lower priced,
according to a survey we conducted.
We have responded by collecting a
petition in opposition to the increases.
The response has been overwhelming.
We expect to hit 60% to 70% easily
within the next month or two. n

Home Phone
Work Phone

Involvement:
I want to become involved with APAC by:
 Working to form a resident association
 Establishing an APAC chapter
 Becoming involved in an APAC program
 Promoting APAC in my park
 Providing assistance in the APAC office

To learn more or to become involved, call toll free (866) 361-2722, or visit www.allparksallianceforchange.org.
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