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High voter turnout at the polls also contribSt. Paul, MN—The legislative session is
uted to the results of the elections. During
now in full swing and park residents
the week prior to November 4th, leading
across the state are working to hold their
park residents along with the APAC staff
elected officials accountable and create
and board worked to “get out the vote” to
public policy that protects communities.
nearly 800 households and over 2,100
For the past several months, residents
park residents across the state through
have been working hard to ensure that
bilingual phone banks, pledge-to-vote
park issues are a top priority for legisladrives, door-knocking, and fliering. This
tors this year. Through the elections, park
was the first time in Minnesota history that
Park
residents
meet
with
Senator
Amy
Klobuchar
residents used their voting power to influpark residents had such a strong role in
ence candidates and get them committed to fighting for the
influencing the elections and bringing park issues to the
preservation of manufactured home parks. APAC co-spon- forefront of local and state election debates.
sored and participated in eight candidate forums—question
Now that the legislative session has begun, it is time to
and answer events—across the state. Several were held in
make sure that legislators do their job. Park residents from
English and Spanish, to address the concerns of all families
around the metro area have come together to join APAC’s
within these communities. Residents asked questions such as, Legislative Action Team and will be working to improve our
“What will you do to preserve manufactured home parks in
rights and protect our homes.
your district?” and “What will you do to promote racial equity
In the midst of an economic crisis and with a wide variety of
in Minnesota?” In general, the forums were successful
interests competing for resources at the Capitol, the mobile
because they received high resident turnout and the majority
justice movement needs everyone to fight for park issues this
of participating candidates acknowledged that racial and
year. You can make a difference this session by coming to
park injustices exist and that these issues need to be
the capitol on lobby day and contacting your legislators by
addressed at a state level. Many of the state representatives
phone, letter, or e-mail to urge them to support this year’s
that were elected from these districts also made commitments
proposals. The Mobile Justice Rally & Lobby Day will be
to protect the manufactured home communities that they
on Friday, March 9th from 9 am to 1 pm; so mark your
represented. These included representatives such as Morrie
calendars, take off of work, and be a part of the movement
Lanning (Republican) of Moorhead, a former park resident, this year! We need you there!
and Kim Norton (Democrat) of Rochester, who consistently
To find out who represents you and how to contact them,
supports APAC legislation.
visit: www.gis.leg.mn/mapserver/districts/ or contact APAC.

Jackson Heights APAC Chapter Says: “Save Our Homes, Not a Ball Field.”
Shakopee, MN—After a year of controversial debate over
where a new freeway bridge will be built, the Minnesota
Department of Transportation announced in April that they will
likely build the highway along a route that will destroy the
Jackson Heights manufactured home park. MnDOT suggested
modifying the route to preserve a baseball field, but made no
such gestures for the neighborhood.

On June 13th, the resident association invited their allies,
media, and MnDOT to attend a Speak Out in their neighborhood. “I have lived here for a long time and this is a good,
peaceful place to live. I have very good neighbors, we all
respect one another and the children have the freedom to run
and play outside,” said Sonia Hernandez, a mother of three
and active member of the resident association.

Outraged, residents of Jackson Heights felt it was time for their
voices to be heard. “We’re living here for a
reason and we don’t want to leave,” said resident association leader Claudia Hernandez.

The neighborhood leader, Felix Diaz, was the last to speak. “I
have a question for MnDOT,” he said, “why
are you willing to go around a ball field, but
not our neighborhood?” The MnDOT staff
person present was speechless, but later
committed to setting up a meeting between
the resident association and the commissioner. Triumphant, residents felt that there
was hope for saving their homes.

The resident association responded by voicing its concerns in a letter. Residents asked
that the route be changed to avoid their
homes and requested a meeting with the
commissioner of MnDOT. Residents also
sent a proposed agreement that would
guarantee that MnDOT would, at a minimum, replace their community if the park
is destroyed.
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upcomIng evenTs
JAN 17

Mobile Justice
Leadership Training
11:00 am – 2:00 pm

MAR 9

Mobile Justice
Rally & Lobby Day
9:00 am – 1:00 pm

APAC’s Board of Directors
meetings are generally the 3rd
Saturday of each month.
APAC’s Legislative Action Team
meetings are typically held the
2nd Saturday of each month.

AnnouncemenT
You can support APAC by
becoming a work place donor
through Community Shares
of Minnesota.
To learn more contact us at
651-644-5525 or
(866)361-2722
(for Greater MN) or

info@allparksallianceforchange.org.

Con’t. on page 4

To learn more or to become involved, call toll free (866) 361-2722, or visit www.allparksallianceforchange.org.

Capitol & Election News
APAC Announces its 2009 Legislative Agenda
St. Paul, MN—After much hard work and research,
APAC’s Legislative Action Team has developed an
agenda that has the potential to benefit all park
residents in Minnesota. The following three priorities were chosen for the 2009 legislative agenda:

face a loss of affordability, home ownership, and
the ability to stay in their community.
Proposed Changes: The State of Minnesota
should change its requirements under the Uniform
Relocation Act to require that displaced homeowners be provided with the opportunity for sustainable
home ownership with the same community.

Strengthen the MN Manufactured
Home Relocation Trust Fund
Background: The closure of a park can be financially devastating for residents and most often
means the loss of their homes, since homes cannot
be moved due to age, moving costs (from $6,000
to $13,000), shortage of available lots, or parks
barring homes over 10 years old (71 percent of
all homes). In 2007, the Legislature established
the Trust Fund to provide reasonable relocation
compensation through a program funded by both
park owners and homeowners.
The Problem: The current method for collecting the
home owner contribution is costly and ineffective.
Due to a lack of enforcement and compliance, half
of all manufactured homeowners were denied the
opportunity to participate in the trust fund. Many
others did not participate due to inaccurate or insufficient information.
Proposed Change: The park owners and homeowners support a new collection method through
the state’s rent credit refund system. It would
decrease the cost of operating the Trust Fund,
ensure proper collection, and guarantee that all
owners of manufactured homes will be protected.
Until changes are made to the collection method,
there will not be enough money in the Trust Fund
for the program to work effectively.

Establish Alternative for Dispute
Resolution
Background: Manufactured home parks present a
unique housing situation since one party owns the
land and other parties own the homes sitting on
that land. As a result, fundamental property rights
are put into competition with each other. A number
of disputes arise from this arrangement.

Mobile Justice rally at the Capitol’s rotunda

Ensure One-to-One Replacement of
Affordable Home Ownership
Background: Manufactured home parks were
established along major transportation routes in
undeveloped areas. These areas are now often
fully developed and parks are vulnerable to redevelopment, not only for real estate and commercial
projects, but increasingly due to expansion of those
transportation routes. When public funds are used to
displace home owners, the federal and state Uniform
Relocation Acts require that they receive compensation for a 42-month period that will allow them to
find comparable housing in a comparable location.
The Problem: There is no requirement that displaced
residents be provided with an opportunity for affordable homeownership that is available in the same
city and that can be sustained financially after the
42-months have elapsed. As a result, residents may

The Problem: There is currently no way to seek resolution to a dispute without the time and expense
of legal action through the court system.
Proposed Changes: In 2007, Washington State
established a model program for allowing a quick
agency ruling on a dispute as an alternative to
pursing a case in court. Either park owner or homeowner can seek to use this system and neither
is barred from pursuing additional legal action.
Minnesota should use this model. n
Join the Legislative action Team! Be a part
of making this legislative session a success by
becoming a leader in the movement for JUSTICE
in manufactured home parks and hold your legislators accountable, stop park owners from abusing
their power, learn new skills, gain new friends,
and make your voice heard at the State Capitol!

APAC’s Annual Membership Meeting Plans for 2009 Legislative Session
St. anthony, MN— On September 20, 2008, All
Parks Alliance for Change held its Annual
Membership Meeting and Legislative Summit. Park
residents from across the state joined together to
share their ideas for APAC’s legislative agenda,
speak their minds, talk with other manufactured
homeowners from across the state, learn more about
APAC, and celebrate with food and raffle prizes.
Accomplishments from the past year were shared
and celebrated. Each manufactured home park
represented at the meeting discussed their successes they’ve worked for and what challenges
still lie ahead. APAC staff presented updates on
the work and campaigns they have been involved
with. The APAC board of directors was also happy
to welcome and introduce its two newest board
members: Raye Steiner and James Huffman, from
Skyline Village in Inver Grove Heights.
2

APAC members vote on 2009 legislative agenda

Each manufactured home park rep
represented at the meeting discussed

The APAC Legislative Action Team proposed an
agenda for the 2009 legislative session. After
a long thoughtful process, the Action Team laid
out the positive and negative aspects of pursuing each piece of legislation. All APAC members
and the board of directors voted and solidified
APAC’s 2009 legislative agenda. A discussion of the issues chosen (Manufactured Home
Relocation Trust Fund, One-for-One Replacement,
and Alternative Dispute Resolution) can be found
on page two of this newsletter.
All in all, APAC found its 2008 annual membership
meeting and legislative summit to be a great success and is looking forward to the year ahead! n

their successes they’ve worked for
and what challenges still lie ahead.
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Capitol & Election News (con’t)
Arden Manor Residents Influence State Elections
Candidate Forum Shows Park Residents’ Power…

arden Manor, MN—For the last year and a half,
Arden Manor has been fighting for survival against
highway expansion, developers, and local government. With the elections just months away and the
future of the community at stake, Arden Manor residents utilized their voting power to get commitments
from the candidates running for the State House of
Representatives. They knew that whoever was
elected, would have a lot of power over the future
of Arden Manor.
On Monday, October 20, 2008, the Arden
Manor Resident Association hosted a community
candidate forum for Kate Knuth (Democrat) and
Lori Grivna (Republican). They partnered with
APAC, the Briar Knoll Neighborhood Association,
Alliance for Metro Stability, and ISAIAH. Together
they developed pressing questions and demands
around the improvement of transportation and
affordable housing, which generated commitments
from both candidates to support Arden Manor. The
forum was a great success! Over 60 park residents
from all over the district attended. We had such a
nice turnout,” said Duane Sheaser (Arden Manor
Resident Association Vice President & event planner). Both candidates agreed too, saying that this
event had one of the highest turnouts of any they
had ever seen. “I think we did an excellent job
of getting the word out and the candidates were
very committed,” said Chris Lusting (Arden Manor
Resident Association Treasurer & event planner).

In the end, the residents came together to elect
Kate Knuth. “I’m glad that Kate won, because she
is more on our side,” said Sheaser. “She put forth
all four barrels, rather than sitting on the fence.”
Now, with the legislative session is in full swing,
it is time to make sure Knuth does her job. Lustig
says, “we keep our eyes on her voting record, we
do everything we can to keep her involved in the
Highway 10 project and relocation issues… keep
her statements from the forum out in front of her as
a reminder.” We also “try to get her to endorse the
bills that we want to pass this legislative session,”
says Sheaser. n

Skyline Village Continues
to Challenge Rent Increase
Inver Grove Heights, MN—In mid-January 2009,
the Skyline Village rent increase case will be heard
at the Dakota County District Court in Hastings,
MN. The Resident Association believes the $25
rent increase they received last January is unreasonable and they are challenging it in court. The lot
rent at Skyline is now $535 a month. If the resident
association wins the case, it will set an important
precedent for the State of Minnesota. MN Statute
327C (the law that regulates manufactured home
parks) requires all rent increases to be “reasonable,”
but gives no guidelines for what is considered a
reasonable rent increase. n

Skyline Village
Organizes Successful
Candidate Forum
Inver Grove Heights, MN—This past
October, the Skyline Village Resident
Association hosted a candidate forum for
the Minnesota House of Representatives
race between Joe Atkins (Democrat) and
Christian Rieck (Republican). The forum was
held in the Skyline Village Community Club
House and more than 50 residents and
allies attended. Leaders of the resident association Gary Fort, Norma Furlong, and Raye
Steiner worked together with APAC staff to
organize the forum. “None of us had ever
done this before, but I think we did a good
job,” said Fort. The team was serious about
filling the room with residents to demonstrate
that manufactured homeowners do vote and
do matter. They passed out fliers, went doorto-door to invite people, and even made
reminder calls to ensure good attendance.
“We were very well organized, which is
especially important for legislative events,”
said Steiner. The group also developed
questions for the candidates. “I think we had
really good questions, and Joe Atkins was
better with his answers,” said Furlong. The
resident association met its goal of gaining
stronger allies at the State Capitol through
the forum. “Both candidates were interested
in manufactured home parks and seemed to
really care about our issues,” said Steiner. n

Legal News
Park Residents Gain Representation on HUD Advisory Committee
Minneapolis, MN—In 2008, park residents gained
valuable representation on the Minnesota Housing
and Urban Development (HUD) Advisory Committee.
Skyline Village (Inver Grove Heights) resident James
Huffman has taken a seat on the committee, as the
only park resident in Minnesota to hold such a position currently. Park resident representation on this
advisory committee will be beneficial to residents
across the state, and APAC is looking forward to the
work Jim will be involved with.
HUD sets national housing codes for manufactured
housing (the only form of housing to experience
these national standards). The Minnesota HUD
Advisory Committee serves as a way to provide
input on the housing codes. The committee also

ensures that the codes are enforced. More information can be found at www.hud.gov.
Inver Grove Heights, MN—I would like to introduce myself, my name is Jim Huffman. I am the
president of the Skyline Village Resident Association,
member of the APAC Board of Directors, and now
a member of the HUD Advisory Committee. I enjoy
being on all of these boards and look forward to
being on these boards for many years to come,
hopefully. I enjoy working with all types of people.

We have different views,
but I respect everybody’s
opinion and I hope that
they respect mine.
Yours Truly, Jim Huffman. n

Jim Huffman

To learn more or to become involved, call toll free (866) 361-2722, or visit www.allparksallianceforchange.org.
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Metro Area News
Rolling Hills Resident
Association Finds Success
By Paul Ruby, APAC Board Member &
Rolling Hills Resident Association

Woodlyn Court Closes, Residents Compensated
Under New Trust Fund
By Mary Hamilton, Woodlyn Court Resident Association

anoka, MN—Woodlyn Court in the city of Anoka
became the most recent manufactured home park
Preface: In August of 2007, we started our resident
to close in the metro area. Approximately 30 famiassociation. A group of seven interested members
lies were moved out by the end of October 2008.
began making contact with the residents of Rolling
Most homeowners did receive compensation for
Hill in order to invite everyone to join the association.
their homes from legislation known as the
Many were excited that we were organizing and
Manufactured Home Relocation Trust Fund, but not
were anxious to help. We had a resident meeting
all moved into mobile homes again. Some people
and voted on a list of things to work on. A board
were forced to live in apartments and several
was organized and we voted on officers. We have
moved in with family members. This was due to the
been meeting every month since then! We have
prices of the home, and because not all homeownall-members meetings every three months to inform
ers received a great amount of compensation for
the residents and discuss concerns. At the December
the homes.
meeting we had gifts donated from the area busiI know of one resident,
nesses to give away.
who stated he had not
Maplewood, MN—It’s
paid his $12 yearly
been a long road, but
fee towards the Trust
the Rolling Hills Resident
Fund which disqualiAssociation finally prefied him from receiving
vailed and gained steps
compensation. He
toward victor y. Af ter
stated that he sold his
almost one year of conhome for $200 to a
tact with the owners of
person who manages
the park, they finally sat
six mobile home parks
down and discussed in the Twin Cities. There were several other mobile
Paul Ruby
issues important to the homes that she purchased from the park owner and
residents. The most important thing is DO NOT then moved them to the parks which she manages.
give up. With the help from Senator Chuck Wiger, I do not think the process of the Trust Fund went too
State Representative Nora Slawik, and contacts well. There seemed to be an issue of not underwith the state owners association we finally got the standing the Trust Fund as it was written, along with
park owners to the table. The first meeting was July some poor communication. The people in charge
29th, and the owners agreed to meet with us in the seemed to drag their feet. I lost my home, along
future on a quarterly basis. We had a two and a
half hour meeting, and we feel we got our points
across. Margaret Kaplan from APAC was there to
Jackson Heights from page 1
reinforce our stand.
Neighborhood raided by immigration,
After this progress gained, we were looking forward
to a positive collaboration at our next meeting in
October. After a ten-week wait, on October 10th
we finally had a written response. It is obvious our
interpretation of collaboration was quite different
from the park owners’. On November 18th, the onsite manager came to our all-park meeting. She took
lots of notes, and that was about it. No discussion,
no dialogue with our resident association. This is
not acceptable, so the board continues to look for
compromise and solutions.

one week after rally

One week later, all hope of a fair process was demolished. In the early morning hours of Sunday, June 22,
Felix Diaz and his wife were taken away in handcuffs
and pajamas by immigration police. Their 7-year-old
daughter, a U.S. Citizen, was asleep in the next room;
she woke up to find her parents gone. Ten others
were taken away that morning. Demoralized, remaining residents of the neighborhood suspected that the
raid was retaliation–MnDOT’s way of getting out
of the commitments and discouraging people from
This has been a long struggle. We felt like quitfighting the highway project. Residents are fearful of
ting sometimes, but you just cannot. Be persistent
continuing to negotiate with MnDOT, but they are
and in the end you will prevail. We have 265
members in our HRA which is about 75% of the also still concerned about the fate of their neighborpark. The Rolling Hills Resident Association has put hood. “What am I supposed to do now that my
a lot of work into these efforts, and we will have a neighbors are scared to speak out?” said resident Jim
party soon to celebrate the steps we have taken in Lallak, “My wife and I can’t take on MnDOT alone.”
our hard fought victory. A special thank you to the
Rolling Hills board for an outstanding job. n
4

with all of my neighbors. I now live in an apartment
building in Anoka.
There are many unanswered questions. Woodlyn
Court was forced to close when the Department
of Health stripped the park landlord of his license
due to concerns of unsafe living conditions in the
park, as stated by the court document files. The
landlord was unwilling to make the necessary
improvement to keep the park open. At this time,
the empty mobile homes are still in the park. Isn’t
this a safety hazard? What is going to happen to
them? Since there was such a demand to close
the park, and move us all out, then why isn’t the
task finished? What is the procedure which must
be followed regarding the unsafe septic system
which still remains? There seems to be somewhat
of an issue, who is still in charge of the closure, the
Health Department or the City of Anoka. No one
is taking responsibility.
This was a very bad time of year for anyone to
have to relocate. There are enough homeless
people in this county, without making more homeless; especially when you know all these homes
are now empty which could have been utilized by
someone: We the people who lost our homes. n

Support for aPaC and Jackson Heights
builds across state, nation
As word spread about the arrest of Felix Diaz,
APAC supporters called for action. Representatives
from Chicano Latino Affairs Council, Alliance for
Metropolitan Stability, Housing Preservation Project,
ISAIAH, Minnesotano Media Empowerment Project,
Immigrant Law Center, Organizing Apprentiship Project,
the American Civil Liberties Union, and even State
Representative Carlos Mariani came to the APAC
office to discuss the situation. All agreed that the
uncanny timing of the raid created a perception of
retaliation that had to be addressed. “What happened
in Shakopee threatens trust between a government
and its people,” said Representative Carlos Mariani,
“MnDOT must be pro-active about restoring this breach
of trust for the good of all Minnesotans who want a
voice in transportation decisions.”
When long-time APAC member Pablo Tapia (Paul
Revere, Lexington) heard about what happened
in Jackson Heights, he immediately took action by
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Greater Minnesota News
Regal Estates Residents Working to Set Up Resident Association
Moorhead, MN—Since the beginning of
September 2008, residents and homeowners of
Regal Estates Manufactured Home Park in
Moorhead, MN have been organizing in an effort
to set up a resident association. Among the many
issues residents face, the safety and security of their
community is a priority. Residents sought APAC
when concerns were raised about paying into the
Relocation Trust Fund (legislation passed by APAC
to provide relocation compensation in the event of
a park closure), which the park management
sprung on the residents long after the Trust Fund

was put in place. There were concerns about the
ownership and poor management of the park as
well as the lack of proper enforcement of park rules.
One of the key concerns of Regal Estates residents
was the lack of a storm shelter and/or a substantial
evacuation plan in the event of a tornado. While
the efforts to get residents involved and to sign the
petition for a residents association has been challenging, it has also been very exciting to see
households come together to bring about the
change their community deserves.

Regal Estates residents are determined to have
their voices heard and values upheld. Residents
and APAC have been out door-knocking and
talking to residents about common park issues,
tapping into the self-interest of those less involved,
and attempting to establish a set of shared values
among neighbors. Thus far, we have collected a
little more than half the required number of household signatures and we expect to have a resident
association set up before the dawn of 2009! n

Leaders and Residents of Manufactured Homes Educate the Community
Goodview, MN— On October 16th, in order to
mark the celebration of Manufactured Home Park
Week, APAC organizers, leaders, and park residents hosted a forum titled, Stop Park Prejudice.
The forum gave residents of manufactured home
parks in the Winona area an opportunity to educate and inform the general community about the
prejudices they face as park residents.
Local authorities including the Mayor of Goodview
and other political representatives attended the
event along with park residents, students, and
members of the general community.
Through a series of activities facilitated by APAC
Organizers Martha Hernandez Martinez and
Krystal Klein and APAC Board Member Paul
Wissmiller, participants examined the image they
have of people who live in parks and how the
mass media has played a role in constructing this
moving La Asamblea de Derechos Civiles (Civil Rights
Assembly) to organize a spiritual service at Jackson
Heights. Over 60 people from churches, APAC, and
the neighborhood attended to show solidarity and
commitment to stop the highway project.

image. Many of the participants admitted having
a negative image of parks and park residents.
Thanks to the event, their perspectives were challenged and re-defined with quality information.

and next year there will be more events to celebrate Manufactured Home Park Week throughout
the state. n

Another important aspect of the event is that participants signed a commitment sheet stating intentions
to take action to prevent the use of language that
encourages park prejudice in the local media.
Additionally, participants committed to generate
actions by the larger community that will foster
inclusion and respect for the park residents.
This was the first time APAC and leaders of manufactured home parks carried out an event of this
type and the results were extremely encouraging.
The Stop Park Prejudice Forum was an opportunity to explore new ways for residents to establish
contacts and build alliances with the surrounding
community. APAC hopes to continue with this work,

Community members attend the Stop Park Prejudice Forum

Gaylord Park Under Attack: Residents Organize,
Form Resident Association

Gaylord, MN—For far too long manufactured
home park residents in the city of Gaylord have
National allies weighed in as well. Kylin Parks, leader
had to put up with abuse from local authorities,
of the Alliance for Manufactured Homeowners of
including
harassment from police and park manWashington, heard the news at a national convention
agement.
According to a recent study by
and stressed how extremely important it is for the story
of Jackson Heights to be told. “It is a basic human Minnesota Public Radio, 45% of traffic tickets have
right to have a safe and affordable place to live. So been issued against Latinos, while Latinos make up
we must stand together in unity and fight for that right.” only 13% of the population. This is just one example
of racial discrimination in Gaylord. According to
MnDOT announced December 9th that the highway
APAC surveys, approximately 98% of the residents
will go through Jackson Heights. They have suggested
of the park are Latino, making the issue of racial
forming a working group with residents to discuss
profiling an important concern in the community.
replacing the park or moving the highway around the
homes. A week later immigration came to the park Residents have participated in meetings held in
again and arrested one person. A handful of angry their neighbors’ homes to become informed of their
and courageous residents have formed a committee rights as homeowners under Minnesota State law
and will continue the struggle to save the neighbor- (MN Statute 327C regulates manufactured home
hood in this new year. “They will not walk alone,” said parks). Thanks to the work of Housing Preservation
new APAC board member Jim Huffman. n

Project, a city study was found in which closure of
the park is considered, possibly for the purpose of
building other forms of housing for people of higher
economic status.
City representatives have also considered passing a new ordinance that would directly impact
the park. This ordinance would establish strict
inspection requirements and would hand licensing
authority over to the city. Attorneys from Housing
Preservation Project and the League of Minnesota
Cities have already challenged the legality of this
proposed ordinance.
Last week residents formed a resident association
and will be electing board members in the near
future. Residents have a simple goal: to preserve their
community and to gain the respect and fair treatment
that all manufactured homeowners deserve. n

To learn more or to become involved, call toll free (866) 361-2722, or visit www.allparksallianceforchange.org.
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Greater Minnesota News (con’t)
Bennett Park Cooperative Determined
to Preserve its Community
Moorhead, MN—After two years of fighting for their homes, Bennett Park is
now a cooperative that continues to fight the good fight. Over some time now,
the City of Moorhead has been in the process of putting together assessments
and plans for what is currently a very conceptual vision for the physical layout
of Bennett Park Cooperative. When these ideas first began to circulate, the
residents had serious concerns about the future of their homes and many did
not wish to relocate.
When APAC opened its new office in Moorhead, MN, a survey was conducted in Bennett Park to identify how residents felt about the plan. The survey
focused on the idea of closing down the eastern lobe of the park, relocating
those homes to where the Bennett Park playground is currently located, and
moving the playground across the street from the western lobe. Residents from
both the eastern and western lobes took the survey, and the data indicated
that approximately 71% of residents surveyed were opposed to any such
plan. Many residents felt that instead of completely uprooting their homes and
disrupting their lives, the City of Moorhead could put its resources to better
use by working towards improving the conditions of Bennett Park Cooperative.

Lake Village Residents Association
Moving Forward
Winona, MN—On November 11th, the newly elected board members of
the Lake Village Residents Association invited the new Chief of Police for a
meeting at their community center. During the meeting, the chief heard from
the board’s concerns about security in the park. The board also expressed its
willingness to work in collaboration with the Goodview Police Department for
the creation of a Neighborhood Watch Group. With this first step, the board
is moving forward to tackle the issues that affect quality of life in the park. The
board also brought concerns to Goodview City Council members. They were
encouraged by the council members and the mayor. The Goodview mayor
made a strong commitment stating that the concerns of Lake Village residents
will be resolved. The board decided to continue attending City Council meetings and work on developing relationships with local officials. n

APAC is working with the cooperative board to build its own leadership, work
side-by-side with residents, and find alternative options for the park layout.
The board then plans on sitting down with the City of Moorhead to discuss
the future of their homes. n
Lake Village Manufactured Home Park

Bluffview Mobile Home Court Re-Opens after Flooding
For nearly a
year, there
were only
empty lots with
electric meter
stands as
evidence that
a small community once
existed there.
6

rushford, MN—Usually manufactured
home parks close because the owner
decides to sell the land or the government decides to build a new highway.
Rarely, will a whole park need to be
closed due to a natural disaster.
Unfortunately, that was the situation
residents of Bluffview Mobile Home
Court in the City of Rushford were in
last August.
Last year, many counties in Southeast
Minnesota suffered some of the worst
flooding in the past 100 years. The
small city of Rushford was completely
destroyed and many thought that
it would be impossible to rebuild.
However, thanks to the efforts of
Rushford residents and hundreds of
volunteers, the city is beginning to
recover. Though, that recovery did
not extend to the 37 homes that were
part of Bluffview Mobile Home Court.
These homes were seriously damaged and needed to be completely
removed. The previous park residents
are now living in towns scattered all
around Southeast Minnesota. Some

of them were able to purchase new homes and do not want to return to live
in the park.
For nearly a year, there were only empty lots with electric meter stands as
evidence that a small community once existed there. This is beginning to
change. A local newspaper has since reported that the park has re-opened.
The report also mentioned that there was a lot of debate in the Rushford community about whether or not the land, which was put up for auction, should
remain a manufactured home park.
However, this debate did not stop local investors from purchasing the land
and re-opening the park. Now, the park belongs to a newly formed company
called H Boys, LLC. APAC staff visited the new park residents and brought
them information about APAC and their legal rights. APAC will continue to
visit the park and make sure the residents are aware of their rights. n
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Greater Minnesota News (con’t)
Red Top Residents Protect their Rights
Winona, MN—On July 29, 2008, the residents
of Red Top Manufactured Home Park decided to
put an end to the fear and insecurity in which they
had been living for the past year. Their park was
sold November 2007, without any of the residents
receiving notification about the future of the park.
Residents formulated a plan and acted on this
insecurity in order to protect their rights.
After APAC door-knocked the park to hear about
the concerns, residents organized a park-wide
meeting to learn about their rights as manufactured
homeowners under Minnesota Statute 327.C. They
also learned about APAC and the work done to
promote the rights of the residents around the state.
APAC provided residents with all the information
and tools they needed to take action, demand
respect, and enforce their rights.
After a short discussion, the neighbors of Red Top
all agreed that the first step in asserting their rights
was to establish a Resident Association in their
park. In less than a month they managed to collect signatures on the Resident Association Petition
from 51% of the households in the park and elect
a board of directors for the association. The Red

that all but 5 of the 20 audience members lived
at Red Top! The other candidate, the incumbent
mayor, promised to work with residents to improve
and preserve the neighborhood. He called to set
up a meeting with the resident association the
next day! With the help of the mayor, Red Top
residents had a successful public meeting with the
park owner who promised that he had no plans
to close the park and that he would meet with the
residents again.

Top Board met regularly with APAC over the next
several months to develop a plan and coordinate
actions to preserve the park. The board’s strategy
has been very effective.
Residents attended a forum with the four candidates for mayor and asked the candidates how
they would work to preserve Red Top. One candidate said Red Top is an eye-sore and should
be torn down. He was shocked later to find out

The board worked to recruit more allies including
Representative Pelowski, members of the Winona
Human Rights Commission, and many others who
read about the group’s efforts in the local newspaper. Recently, the board met with one of the new
owners, Mr. Murphy, a local businessman and
spokesperson for the River Side Retail, which owns
Red Top. The board presented a Memorandum
of Agreement that expressed their requests and
the commitments they want the park owners to
make. Another meeting is scheduled with Mr.
Murphy, and it is expected that he will sign the
Memorandum of Agreement. n

Sunrise Estates Mourns Loss of Leader, Council Member
Stacy, MN— Sunrise Estates is a park in the city of
Stacy, along Highway 35 in the north Twin Cities.
Residents first organized an association in 2006.
They took this organizing one step further that fall
when three residents ran for the 5-member city
council and were elected. Their election sparked
positive changes in the park and the city. It resulted
in more attention to park issues, such as bridge
safety, crime, and the inspection and replacement
of storm shelters. It also brought new perspectives
to city wide issues like the management of city
owned businesses.
On July 30, Sunrise Estates
and the city of Stacy lost
a leader with the death of
Robert “Bud” Wilson. Bud
was a champion for park
residents and the little guy
in general. He was the driving force behind forming
the resident association as
well
as an outspoken voice
Bud Wilson
for reform on the city council. He was the kind of
man who fought passionately for what he believed
was right, but could also laugh easily with allies or

opponents. Bud is survived by his wife, Barb, and
his children. Barb Wilson, who has been one of the
resident association’s co-chairs, sought appointment
to fill out Bud’s term, but this was blocked by Mayor
John Daher. She is now moving out of Stacy to be
closer to family.

Bud was a champion for

Another resident, Barb Avalos, on the city council
has also moved out of Stacy and resigned from the
city council. However, this fall, a new resident, Cindy
Bruss, was elected. After all of this transition, residents now still hold two of the five council seats. This
could have been more, had the mayor not blocked
both the appointment of Bud’s widow as well as a
special election and made his own selection.

little guy in general. He

The resident association has new co-chairs, Cindy
Bruss and Dave Pauley. The association organized
a candidate forum for Stacy voters to meet the
candidates for mayor and city council. They plan
to push for a city ordinance that would license park
managers the same way that the state licenses
dealers, installers, and park owners. The association also plan to focus on drug activity in the park
and hope to meet with the park owners to identify
ways to work together to make Sunrise Estates a
stronger community. n

park residents and the

was the driving force
behind forming the
resident association as
well as an outspoken
voice for reform on the

To learn more or to become involved, call toll free (866) 361-2722, or visit www.allparksallianceforchange.org.
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National News
National Leaders Converge in Minnesota
Bloomington, MN—This year’s Manufactured and ally expertise across the nation to develop
Homeowners Association of America (MHOAA) workshops, panels, and motivational speakers
national convention was a fantastic success! With around issues of:
over 100 participants, the 2008 convention was
• Building Multi-Racial Alliances—
the best attended MHOAA event to date—an
The Path to Power.
increase of over 30% from last year and up 60%
•
Park preservation strategies—including: the
from the year before. Residents from 25 different
Federal Fair Housing Act (FFHA), zoning,
homeowner groups and representatives from 24
resident-owned communities, and more.
allied organizations came together in Bloomington,
Minnesota, from over 25 states to exchange
• Members—how to maintain,
expertise, ideas, history, energy, and gain new
increase, and activate!
friendships for two days during the weekend of
•
Fear factor—stories & methods of dealing
October 3rd and 4th.
with intimidation, harassment, & retaliation.
We conducted in-depth surveys with homeown•
Organizing in Latino communities.
ers from across the nation to determine what they
hoped to gain from a national meeting of the minds;
• Legislation—sharing from other
and this year’s list of topics was challenging, broad,
states, passing your own, analysis
and invigorating! We benefited from homeowner
of national possibilities.

Northwestern State Resident
Leaders Build Power
Boise, ID—After months of planning, leaders
from state homeowners associations came
together in Boise, Idaho for the first annual
Northwestern Regional Conference. Although
only two days long, the conference was a powerhouse of trainings, brainstorms, action plans,
shop talk, bonding, and fun!
APAC’s own Ned Moore, Margaret Kaplan, and
Kelly Diouf guided conversations and developed
materials and trainings based on the needs of
regional state leaders Kylin Parks (WA – AMHO),
Peter Ferris (OR – OMHU), Tim Sheahan (CA –
GSMOL), and Corwin Brown (ID – IMMHOA).
Present and with much welcomed contributions
were regional state allies Ishbel Dickens (WA –
Columbia Legal Services), Ritchie Eppink and
Zoe Ann Olson (ID – Idaho Legal Aid Services),
and Ken Pyburn (ID – AARP).
Regional leaders developed a regional vision
and working group, committed to address issues
of racial justice in their communities and organizations, worked on national goals developed
at last year’s MHOAA convention (including
developing a media action plan around the use
of the word “trailer,” developing a better communications network, and more), assisted one
another with state-specific issues, and committed themselves to participating in a vision-based
strong national organization.
All in all, the convention was a great experience, a
success, and will contribute to homeowner power
throughout the nation. n
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MHOAA Elects New
Board of Directors
By Lois Parris, President of MHOAA

Manufactured Home Owners Association of America
2501 Lowry Avenue NE, Lot 1-27 • St. Anthony Village, MN 55418
The Board of Directors of MHOAA would like to take this
opportunity to thank the APAC Team for all the work that
was put into making the MHOAA annual meeting the great
success that it was. Lots of work and many hours went into
the planning and it proved to be a great success.
We also want to thank CFED (Corporation for Enterprise
Development) for believing in the importance of the National
Association by providing financial support for its continued
growth.

• MHOAA as a strong national organization.
• Developing regional working groups.
• Money—grant writing, fundraisers,
member dues, and more.

Newly elected MHOAA Board of Directors
We now have a full board and I would like to introduce
you to them:

• Organizing tools—power analysis,
leadership styles, etc.
• Law enforcement & compliance.
• Media strategies.
• State homeowners association development.

•

Lois Parris—President, Manufactured Home Owners
and Tenants Association of New Hampshire

•

Tim Sheahan—First Vice President, Golden
State Mfg. Home Owners League, California

•

Sandy Boone—Treasurer,
All Parks Alliance for Change, Minnesota

•

Russ McPherson—Secretary, Association of
Manufactured Home Residents in Ohio

•

Charles Gallagher—Immediate Past Pres., Federation
of Manufactured Home Owners of Florida

•

Linda Hanson—Area Vice President,
Region 1, Manufactured Home
Owners Association of NJ, Inc.

•

Terry Nelson—Area Vice President, Region 2,
Mobile Home Owners Association of Illinois

•

Kylin Parks—Area Vice President,
Region 3, Association of Manufactured
Home Owners, California

•

Dot Sliney—Area Vice President, Region 4,
Federation of Rhode Island Mobile Home Owners

•

Steve Anderson—At-Large member,
Utah Manufactured Home Owners Action Group

•

Peter Ferris—At-Large Member,
Oregon Manufactured Homeowners United

•

Dave Anderson—Honorary Director,
All Parks Alliance for Change, Minnesota

•

Paul Bradley—Honorary Director, ROC, USA,

•

Ed Speraw—Honorary Director, Delaware
Manufactured Home Owners Association

• And more!
Generous funding from CFED provided full and partial scholarships to over 40 homeowners—granting
the means by which many participants were able
to attend, including dozens of new voices. A particularly key point of growth at this convention was
the presence of out of state resident leaders and
allies with whom, until now, APAC leadership and
staff have had limited or no interactions.
The convention would not have been the same without their input and presence, and we thank both
the homeowners for taking the time and CFED for
recognizing that homeowners are the key voice in
the Mobile Justice movement. n

The 2008 MHOAA national convention drew
over 100 people from 25 states

We have a strong board and know that we will have
a great year. Happy New Year to you all from the
MHOAA board. n
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APAC News
APAC Sees Transitions in its Staff
St. Paul, MN—Recently, APAC has welcomed
some new staff, but we have also had to say goodbye to some long-time staff members.
In June, APAC hired
Hannah Garcia as our
first Democracy Project
organizer. She engaged
residents in the 2008
elections and will engage
residents the 2009 legislative session. This position
was created with support
from the Democracy! Fund,
Hannah Garcia
which is supported by the
Headwaters Foundation, Minneapolis Foundation,
Otto Bremer Foundation, and Women’s Foundation
of Minnesota.
Hannah is a recent graduate of the University of
Minnesota with a Political Science major and a
Spanish minor. She has worked as a legislative
intern at the Minnesota State Capitol and was able
to apply what she learned working with legislators and their staff to a community and advocacy
internship with the Minnesota Immigrant Freedom
Network. She has also worked on housing needs
through Habitat for Humanity, equal education
access through AmeriCorps, and food security
and environmental protection through internships
in Mexico and Ecuador.

APAC also welcomed the
return of Julia Wells as
APAC’s office manager.
Julia first joined APAC in
2006 as an advocacy
research intern through
the Higher Education
Consortium for Urban
Affairs (HECUA) program.
She conducted research
and drafted a public polJulia Wells
icy report on disparities based on race within parks
communities. She has also completed internships at
the Minnesota House of Representatives, LexingtonHamline Community Council, and the Minnesota
Council of Nonprofits as a research assistant.
While at the University of Minnesota, Julia served
as the financial officer for the student organization
Democracy Matters.
APAC has also had to say good-bye to our previous
office manager, Celeste Finn, who did an internship
with an organic farm this summer and is now a preschool teacher. APAC also saw Margaret Kaplan
leave to become the operations director for the
Minnesota Center for Neighborhood Organizers,
based at the University of Minnesota. Margaret had
been APAC’s legal & policy director. She was an
APAC organizer from 1999 to 2000 and an attorney with Housing Preservation Project from 2003 to
2006 before re-joining APAC in 2006. We wish
both of them well in their new positions! n

APAC Organizing
Manual Released

Community
Organizing Manual
Produced by:

The much anticipated APAC Community
Organizing M anual was rele ase d
at the 20 08 MHOA A Convention.
This manual is now available for free
online at APAC’s website (www.
allparksallianceforchange.org)
for printing and distribution.
The manual is a collection
of original and modified
organizing materials specifically designed for use
in manufactured home
park organizing efforts.
Download sections as
needed and call with any
questions you may have! n

APAC Staff Retreat 2008:
Refocused and Re-energized

Walker, MN—This summer, APAC staff held an
annual retreat in Walker, MN, giving new coming staff members a chance to get acquainted
with their co-workers and discuss the opportunities
and challenges for the year ahead. The retreat
included a team-building day trip to Lake Itasca
to visit the Mississippi Headwaters. n

APAC staff members

APAC Night at The Ballpark
All Parks Alliance for Change Celebrates Lucky 13
Midway Stadium St. Paul, MN—When the
Wichita Wing-nuts came to town, the Saint Paul
Saints were ready with gloves and bats. When
residents, members, and supporters of APAC
came to Midway Stadium, the APAC board
of directors and staff were ready to serve up
food and fun. While the Saints wore purple
jerseys with symbols to celebrate Prince’s 50th
birthday, attendees of the pre-game celebration wore smiles to celebrate APAC’s 13th
annual fundraiser. The ball game went into
extra innings and the picnic goers had an extra
good time. The Saints won 5-4 and more than
two dozen people won door prizes including
t-shirts, hats, videos, and a rolling cooler.
The Saints organization and
A n ni e H ui d e ko p e r
(Vice President
o f C o mmu nit y
Pa r t n e r s h i p s )
donated a number of items
to this year’s
raffle making
it the largest
giveaway
ever, and the
many fans of
APAC made this
the most successful
fundraiser ever. n

To learn more or to become involved, call toll free (866) 361-2722, or visit www.allparksallianceforchange.org.
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APAC News
APAC Board of Directors
St. Paul, MN—Park residents are the leaders of
APAC. One way is through our board of directors,
which consists entirely of park residents. Residents
make the major decisions that set APAC’s direction
by choosing APAC’s issues, setting our annual and
long-range goals, approving the annual budget,
and hiring the Executive Director. Board members
attend monthly meetings, serve on committees,
recruit members and raise funds, identify potential
new park chapters, and provide a two-way communication link between their park chapter and
the APAC board.
Members of the board often started out as active
leaders in their park or with their resident association.
Any resident is eligible to serve on APAC’s board by
recruiting members, forming a chapter, and running
for election. In addition, each January, the APAC
also elects its board officers, including president, first
vice president, second vice president, treasurer, and
secretary. Current board members include:
• Bev adrian is
APAC’s president.
In 2005, she joined
the board as a
resident of Shady
Lane (Bloomington).
As president of
Shady Lane resident
association, she
was part of the
first exercise of
the right of first
refusal established under state law. Bev

also serves as a consultant on APAC’s
national resident organizing project.
• Pat Therrien is APAC’s first vice president.
In 1999, she joined the board as a
resident of Apple Valley Estates. Pat was
a leader in passing an Apple Valley
park-closing ordinance and in filing
a class action lawsuit to stop illegal
water metering. Pat also served on
the board of the Manufactured Home
Owners Association of America.
• Pat Freeman is APAC’s second vice
president. In 2006, both she and her
husband, John, joined the board as
residents of Croix Estates (Chisago
City). In 2007, they took on strong
leadership roles in the state legislature
creating the Minnesota Manufactured
Home Relocation Trust Fund.

• Sandy Boone is APAC’s secretary.
In 2006, she joined the board as a
resident of Lowry Grove (St. Anthony).
Sandy was also a leader in passing a
St. Anthony park-closing ordinance. She
chairs APAC’s legislative committee and
serves on the board of the Manufactured
Home Owners Association of America.
• Shelly Christensen and Paul ruby
joined the board in 2007 as residents
of Rolling Hills (Maplewood). They
have been leaders in pushing for
improvements in park conditions and
park management. Paul is also the
president of the resident association.
• James Huffman and raye Steiner joined
the board in 2008 as residents of Skyline
Village (Inver Grove Heights). They have
been leaders in pushing for fixing park
infrastructure problems and in filing a
lawsuit to hold down rent increases. Jim
also serves on a Minnesota advisory
committee for the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development. n

• Paul Wissmiller is
APAC’s treasurer.
In 2006, he joined
the board as a
resident of Lowry
Grove (St. Anthony).
As president of the
resident association,
Paul was a leader
in passing a St.
Anthony parkclosing ordinance
and in filing a lawsuit to improve park
conditions. He chairs APAC’s finance
& fundraising committee and organizes
the annual St. Paul Saints fundraiser.

They are other parks eligible to form
chapters that have not yet elected
board members. If you are interested,
contact Julia Wells to find out more at
651-644-5525 or
julia@allparksallianceforchange.org.

Membership
APAC Invites Your Community to Become a Chapter
An APAC chapter is a group of members from the same manufactured home park
or the same city who join together to affirm and support APAC’s mission. Chapters
are a way for your communities’ concerns to be heard by the larger community.
They provide your community an opportunity to be represented on the APAC board
of directors, which is in charge of APAC’s affairs. The board chooses APAC’s
issues, programs, and projects. Chapters provide the leadership of the mobile
justice movement in your community, across the state, and throughout the nation.

How to form a Chapter:

Step 1:

Identify park concerns that APAC’s support could address

Step 2:

Recruit households to become APAC members

Step 3:

Invite APAC member households to a chapter meeting

The new requirements to form a Chapter:

Step 4:

A chapter can be formed when 10% of the occupied households in a park are
members of APAC, with the following exceptions: (a) parks with 20 or fewer
households require two households; (b) parks with over 100 households require
15 households; and (c) parks with over 300 households require 20 households.
Members living in the same city but residing in different parks can also form a
city-level chapter. n

Appear at an APAC board meeting and receive certification as a chapter

Step 5:

Maintain an ongoing link between your chapter and the
APAC board to create the changes you would like to see
in your community!

Note: This and much more information can be found at: www.allparksallianceforchange.org/?q=chapter.
Want to from a Chapter? Give APAC a call at toll free 866-361-2722!
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Membership (con’t)
Why become an APAC Member?

Membership

APAC needs its members. They are APAC’s foundation. They legitimize APAC and create
strength and power through numbers. Joining together shows the solidarity that exists within
and between parks. Our members give us guidance and ideas. APAC is the only organization of its kind in Minnesota and needs your continued support.

Yes, I want to join APAC! Enclosed are my annual member dues:

That is why we ask you to become a member. Joining APAC is simple and inexpensive.
The cost for membership is $20 per household per year. We also provide the option of a
volunteer membership program. Members receive our quarterly newsletter and important
updates and fact sheets; but most importantly members support APAC and the residents of
parks across Minnesota.
What aPaC Members think:
“Thanks to APAC’s community involvement, I was informed of the MN
Statutes for mobile homes. This enabled me to recover some home
equity losses, experienced due to not being able to sell my home in its
place as provided for by the Statutes.”
It’s about community.
“It’s about being a part of the family of homeowners who keep working
to make people look at manufactured homes as the same as stick-built
homes, so people can live there here by choice and not face any judgment.”
It’s about creating positive change.
“We can get rid of the negative images and have everyone see the
fruit of our labor. I’m proud that we passed a state law, it made all the
struggles over the year worth it.”

By Duane Sheaser, Vice President of
Arden Manor Resident Association

arden Hills, MN—In this
world where buildings
keep going up faster all
the time and roads are
being built and expanded
threatening our homes,
you need the help of the
wonderful people of
APAC on your side.
When you become an
APAC memb er, you
Duane Sheaser
increase the strength of
APAC, everyone is able to do more, and you gain
a lot of great friends. APAC has helped us accomplish a lot. In our park, APAC has helped us form
the Arden Manor Association. They provided fliers
and knowledge, and together we had the city
council redesign the roads so that now approximately only fifteen homes may have to be moved,
instead of forty-three homes. You don’t know when
a road project will involve you and your home.
So join APAC. n

I cannot afford dues, but I still want to be a member. I have
volunteered a minimum of two hours to earn membership:
Date

Membership is about being informed.

Why APAC Membership
is Important

 $10 minimum dues  $20 regular dues
 $30
 $

“It’s about winning legal justice
for people residing in mobile
home parks. We need to make
the laws understandable,
enforceable, and respected by
park owners. I can’t wait to face
the park owners in person and
see what they have to say.”
It’s about being involved.
“I’m proud to be part of a group
that was set-up by people who
know where I’ve been; I have
to keep being involved … as
long as there are still issues
that need be fixed, I am going
to stay involved.”
To find out more about becoming a
member call APAC’s office
or visit our web site at
www.allparksallianceforchange.org/
?q=member
to become a member online.

Hours

Volunteer work

I want to join as a:
 Regular Member
 At-Large Member
(current park resident)
(former park resident)
 Associate Member (non-resident)
Name
Address
Park
City

Zip

E-mail
Home Phone
Work Phone

Involvement:
I want to become involved with APAC by:
 Working to form a resident association
 Establishing an APAC chapter
 Becoming involved in an APAC program
 Promoting APAC in my park
 Providing assistance in the APAC office

To learn more or to become involved, call toll free (866) 361-2722, or visit www.allparksallianceforchange.org.
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